


first Esso War Map, published in i3
and gill available on request, featured 1

= W—

and supply of men and
i i I press £
in the the

- ago a prominent Eng-
., Sir H.Hh-dj Mauackinder, pub-
¥ novel theories a3 to the influence
fy on history and more particularly
on i history. Instead of considering the
world inthcmlhnll manner & divided into
tnents, be looked at it realistieally s consis-
of one principal land mass surrounded by
water and scattered islands. This main body in-
cludes what we are actustomed to call Europe,
Mamm.,-ndmilhtmfbrm
Warld Island. l:ﬁne YDemocratic [deals and
Reality” by Sir Halford J. Mackinder, repub-
lished, 1042, by Henry Holt and Company,
Mew York, $2.50.)

He asmerted that any country which became
muaster of Eastern Europe could contral this
Warld Isdand and evenrually the entire world.

German political geographers of the 1gao’s
scized on Mackinder's ideas and twisted them to
suit their purpese. They established an Institute
of Geopolitics and spent huge sud al
g'nllp:nng' data all over the warld 1o 1 1§
these theories. Hitler's plan of world conques
believed to have been very strongly §

B the invaslon and occ
sowcalled fortress we have|

_af Esmo War Map 11. Since
ern Ttaly, and Russia
hostilities, the extent of 1t

down, enablin cnlarge ale almost 50
per cent an many hundreds of place
nAMes.

This mare map now covers beter

he stTa places and features which
pr will 'be, subject to attack. These
of embarkation and debarkation,
fd acdministrative centers, railroads
. andiy plld junctions, overland routes where
railroads do not exist, canals, and oil pipe lines,
of which Europe has very few.
v of the places named on this detailed
may seem unfatniliar and unimportant, bt
* sooner or later they are likely to flash into the
headlines because they are the seats of airplane
or tank f[Rctories, munition plants, chemical
works, oil refineries, or power plants, or because
they may oller a tochold for invasion.
Even on a map of Europe on this scale (103
miles = one inch) it is impossible 1 show all the
places that are likely 1o appear in the news.

E spelling of names on maps of foreign
countries is always a difficuly problem for a
mapmaker, particularly where the native names
are written bocally in characters different

everywhere, Incrmrchdlﬁclﬂlttrp:d
nnwdmdm oeder to follow the strategy of

Allies as it develops from day to day through:
tast the world. Eso Marketers have therefore
prepared two special war maps dedgned o Gt
the map needs of the moment. These are printed
here back to back,

THE WORLD ISLAND

by the German verdon of Mackinder's ideas
Hitler's effarts to gain controd of Russa, first by
commerdal alliance and then by the sword, fol-
low the design for world conquest outlined by
this English geographer,

Whether we agree with Mackinder or not, his
concept of the World Tsland suggesss exactly ¢
map that is required for the best general pleta
of Warld War L With air power taking the le:
in warfare, continents today mean n
protective solation of the oceans |
it i ¥

map has taken these features
ation, And it presents an one sheet
d on the best possible scale all the
ts past, present, and future from
Morway to New Guinea and from North Africa
Aleuiiams.

EUROPE

As expluined in the first Esso War Map, a
projection is an orderly method of depicting the
surface of a sphere, the carth, on a flat surface
such as this sheet af paper. Numerous projections
are available, each having certain advantages,
depending on the area of the earth o be shown,
the purpase for which the map is 10 be used, and
the amount and kind of distortion permissible,
for you must remember that a sphere cannes be
developed into a Ast gurface without distortion
of some sort.

For the World [dand map, since it encol
passes two thirds of the carth’s cdrcomierence,
have adopted the same Miller project
for the previous Esso War Map, o
advantages are set forth, On the ot
map of Europe presents a diff:
since it inclhudes anly a small part
wurface, Here it is posible 1o,
prajection that involves
shape and distance. H
jection, so excellent in i

guEgTs, al[huugh they use the same
ters s the English alphabet, have ad-
ethers to represent certain sounds, Thus,
i in Yugrslavia is pronounced Nish. The Polish
“2* i an emgirely distinct leeter from 17
in our language and is most nearly appraximated
by the English sound of “I” in the word “old"
In erder vo avoid the clumsy makeshift of turning
these additional letters into English leaters hav-
ing the same sound, we have ueed the spellings
that appear on native maps of theie couniries,
including accents ansd diacritical marks, Thus
Constanta, Rumania, might be spelied phonetic-
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Accession Number
M869
Description

An American map titled "Esso War Map |l featuring Fortress Europe, The World Island:
Invasion Edition." The map of Europe shows transportation routes, oil pipe lines,
steamship distances, marshes, international boundaries as of March 11, 1938, and other
details of strategic importance. The inset shows boundary changes in Central Europe
since 1938.

Date(s)

ca.

August, 1944

Cartographer

Copyright, General Drafting Company, Inc., New York, New York. Esso Marketers.
Keywords

World War, 1939-1945

Photo Color

Color

Physical Size

23 X 33 inches

Related Collection (Plain)

Thirty-Fifth Division Association Records
Restrictions

Restricted

Scale

1 inch = 103 miles. Inset: 1 inch = 200 miles
TIF Identifier

M869.tif

Rights

This item is copyrighted and cannot be published, reproduced, or otherwise used without
the explicit permission of the copyright holder.

Note: If you use this image, rights assessment and attribution are your
responsibility.
Credit: Copyright, General Drafting Company, Inc., New York, New York. Esso Marketers.

Courtesy Harry S. Truman Library & Museum, Independence, Missouri.
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