


b vhere, an entirely different type of

is needed in order 1o follow the strategy of
as it develops from day to day through-
the world. Esso Marketers have therefore
prepared two special war mn;-:k-ng;nodwil
the map needs of the moment, These are printed
here back to back.

THE WORLD ISLAND

the conventional manner s divided into
continenis, he looked at it realistically as consiat-
ingf of one principal land mas surrounded by
ter and seattered Islands. This main body in-
“cludes what we are aceustomed to call Europe,
Asia and Africa, and to it he gave the name
Workd Diland. (See “Democratic Ideals and
Reality” by Sir Haliord J. Mackinder, repub-
lished, 1943, by Henry Holt and Company,
Mew York, $2.50.)

He aserted that any couniry which became
master of Eastern Europe could control this
World Island and eventually the entire world.

German political geographers of the 1g2o's

. peized on Mackinder's idens and twisted them to

#uif their purposs, They established an Institute
of Geopolitica and spent huge sums of money
gathering data all over the world o kmp
these theories. Hitler's plan of world cong
believed to have been very sivbngly inl

RES5
HI'I'LER'S attempt to turn Eun
& fortres

places named on this detailed
cgft unfamiliar and unimportant, but
Biter they are likely to flash into the
hudlmu because they are the seats of alrplans
factories, munition plants, chermdcal
. oil refinerics or power plants, or becauss
may offer a tochold for invasion,

Airline distances between important strategic
and industrial centers and along poential inva-
ston routes have boen computed, and sailing dis-
tances are shown on the principal supply routes,

Even on a map of Europe on this scale (150
miles = one inch} it is impossible 1o show all the
places that are likely to appear in the news.

THE spelling of names on mape of foreign
countries is always a difficult prnblcm for &
particularly where the native names

by the German version of Mackinder's ideas,
Hitler's efforts to gain control of Rusia, first by
commercial alliance and then by the swoed, fol-
low the design for world conquest outlined by
this English geographer,

Whether we agree with Mackinder or not, his
cancept of the World Tsland suggests exactly the
map that is required for the best general picture

of Warld War 11. w:mmrwwnutmglhlud-

in warfare, continents today mean
protective ‘isslation of the oceans haa
if indeed it ever existed. Europe is
minuge’ flight from Africa. Austral
few hours by bomber from Asia,

O the other hand, high
by air, rail, and road
on contral of vast arcas
of the Urals, inaccessable

on the best pomible scale all the

past, present, and future from
Mew Guines and from North Africa
the Alcutians.

ROPE

As explained in the first Esmso War Map, a
projection is an orderly method of depicting the
surface of a sphere, the earth, on a fAat surface
such as this sheet of paper. Numerous projections
arg available, each having certain advantages,
depending on the arca of the earth to be shown,
the purpase for which the map is to be used, and
the amount and kind of distortion permisible,
far you must remember that a sphere cannot be
developed into a flat surface without distortion
of some sort.

For the World Island map, since it encom-
passes twao thirds of the carth’s circumference, we
have adopted the same Miller projection used
for the previous Esso War Map, on w its
advantages are set forth. On the other Jand, the
map of Europe presents a differen prohh'rn
since it inclisdes only & small part of

J:u:l:u;m so excellent in i
World Island, the d.u:wn

A
zmir); Iran. (Persial.

ges, although they use the same
as the English alphabet, have ad-
to represent certain sounds, Thus,
if in Y ugosdavia is propounced Mish. The Folish

P ot to be confused with “‘1", is pro-
need most neacky like the English “w™, for
example Bialystok, pronounsed Bymh-wis-tohk.
Irs order to avaid the clumsy fyakeshift of turning
these additional letters inte English leviers hav-
ing the same sound, we have used the spellings
that appear on native maps of thess countrics,
including accents and diacritical marks, Thus
Constanga, Rumania, might be spelled phonetic-
ally in ish as Constantsa, but !l:ll."l.rm the
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Accession Number
M 868
Description

An American map titled "Esso War Map Il featuring the World Island, Fortress Europe.” The map of Europe and
North Africa shows transportation routes, pipe lines, air line distances, steamship distances, arctic stations,
Soviet boundaries, international boundaries as of March 11, 1938, and other details of strategic importance. The
inset shows boundary changesin Central Europe since 1938.

Date(s)

ca

August, 1943

Cartographer

Copyright, General Drafting Company, Inc., New York, New Y ork. Esso Marketers.
Keywords

World War, 1939-1945

Photo Color

Color

Physical Size

23 X 33inches

Related Collection (Plain)

Thirty-Fifth Division Association Records
Restrictions

Restricted

Scale

1 inch = 150 miles. Inset: 1 inch = 200 miles
TIF Identifier

M868.tif

Rights

Thisitem is copyrighted and cannot be published, reproduced, or otherwise used without the explicit permission
of the copyright holder.

Note: If you use thisimage, rights assessment and attribution are your responsibility.

Credit: Copyright, General Drafting Company, Inc., New Y ork, New Y ork. Esso Marketers.

Courtesy Harry S. Truman Library & Museum, Independence, Missouri.

Attention media: Please make note of thisitem's map number. Print out this page and retain it for your
permissions records before downloading this image file for possible publication. Library staff cannot sign

permissions forms or provide additional paperwork. The Library charges no usage fees for downloaded images.
Fees are charged for higher resolution scans.
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