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To go back to the Foase of Bentom. ¥hether or no direct actions in the fleld,
prier to or in conjunction with,the formulation of the Bemtonian expansionist philosonhy
are more or less important tham that philosophy in the ophning of the West is mot n muwae
mural question.The mural question is—vhich is the more meanimgful in terms of imagery.
The answer is obvious.

But there is yet another dillema in this matter of personages.If Bentem and
Jefferson wers put up in the mural as the chisf figures in the opeming of the West,how
could Harry S.Truman,the chief figure in the history of Independence ,be left out ?He
couldn "t.Every Demoerat im the United States would be barking at the muralists door if e
he was.But if included,how relate him to the historieal theme?As a spectator,stand ing
around looking em? Utterly inapproprinte to his character.No good,

A8 & matter of historical fact it would be equally inappropriate to put Benton
or Jefferaon in such a role.

The upshot of all this-in the pldacs of historical personages it was decided that
& selection of representative types which could be actively engaged in the warals form
and meanigg,and which would symbolize,in an ensily comprebehsible way,the most
significant operstions at Indenendence and on the western sceme,provided the only
vorkable"out? Thwa for particulsr individusls as 3K particular evente,

How this lelat\.ion‘;ul .l'?‘g'-'p 1{3;-] :l‘?_{lonz wLINE HERE, WEw Pa. felrom

(1)Area above dear—pﬁmil: important, & A Pionesr Group. Oxen drawing
"prairie Schooner"showing up over hrow of hill, Slow nctionyas if coming to rest,
Another wagom in rear,¥oman with children preparing meal over open fire.To left part
of aren man in front of exen,with rifle Sentatively niua.sehind him another man in
Tight part of ares vith'slnilarly raised/ e lioth men in protective attitudes before
vomen and children.The action here is net belligerent but precnutionary.The hill above
the door on vhich it takes place extends forward onm each side of door to lower edge
of design vhich(note analysis of t echnienl problems)is located about four feet
above floor, {

(2)area to left of door, |

An Indinn(probably Pawnee—or Osage if we think of the Fioneer group as

nd bushes to present a pipe
(calumet)to pioneer group.Ttia explains rnised rifles and cautiouns attitude of the
pioneer group.These nu.hu’ new tothe \hlt!l:m:ld easily be unaware that the
Indian offer of the ripe menns peace of knowing that,they could,becanse of necounts
the uncertainty of Indian conduct,still be suspicioua,

moving to the seitlement of Indenendence)rises from behi

fieanonability of sudh an

attitude is suprested by the presence of an Indian in war paint,nsmed with bow and e
Arrows,who occupies the firat and most forward plane of the ar
the bushes,from which the Indinn with pipe rises
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en.He would,bofnuse of
sbe out of might of piomeer group,
The action of this Tndien in

'.1-;|'.f-—'-'I‘I| efr =p

one of rendiness,He does not pull his bow atring but eould
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