Copy of Thomas Hart Benton papers

Description
Copy of apage from the Thomas Hart Benton papers on the
5 proposed mura for the Harry S. Truman Library.

/
T n
he above scheme should permit the active engngement of nll persomages and

facilitate the integration of these in the form of the mural,as well as in its over-

all historieal meaning.This is o motter of first importance for the unity of the work. Date(s)
()1t was sugrested in early discussions of the mural theme that certnin hist—

orically promenent individuals whose performances nnd idens were relnted to it should be November 5, 1958

represented.] agreed to this because it was appropriste and anpeared nerfectly plans—

able However as the relations of these individunls to the nctions of the theme were in=

direct it proved imppassible to engage them excent m= static spectators.Were they so

engaged ,other bistoric individunls it appeared,more directly invelved in the theme's

netions,should slso be included.but difficulties sFose 4w in the matter of selection.

Unless the murnl was to be made up of rews of people standing ;"ﬂwir portraits,some

selection wn: essential.Here agnin as with events no individunls stood out as pre=

eminently significamt in the totel of the theme's meaning,
Daniel Boome nlome enn perhops svmbolize the opening of Kentucky.He hes no eeumber

count erpart in the opeming of the West.Ii i ok hundreds of Boones lor thnt spresding

job.Were a few of these finally and arbitrorily selected they could be actively engaged

in the mural only by representing some of the recorded nctions which helped distinguish

them.This would turn the mural into n series of seperate episodes the relntions of whTEl
which could only be nscertnined by sime kind of mccompanying text,s cortingency shwiewsd:

sbviously to be avoided,

Returning to those grenter individuals whose rolations to the theme wers mors in
terms of thought and vision than direct participation-the men of idens,of business and
eapecinlly of political enternrisefehief among the Intter,of course,is Thomas Jefferson.
The lousiana Purchase,without whidh there micht naver have heen a West to open For the
neople of the United States,wss vhelly the outcome of Jafferson's insight-and foresizht
Thomas Jefferson could most nroperly stand ms the theme 's major figure ,maybe ns n gl
aymbol of its whole menning.But henind Jefferson,creating the situntions whieh forced
his political metion in the Lousiana cnse,were those pressures of interesis and events
vhieh follow ed the transfer of mweh Lousiana from Spain to France.How much was Jeff-
—erson impelled to mct by what he ealls "the fever in which the western mind is thrown
by the affair at New Orlesnsa"which"threatens to overbsar our pesce”.(letter to Monros)?
P aides these pressures on our own frontier stemming from the warlike determination
of the wewd thegs western settlers to keep the port of New Orleans open to their trade,

which operated on Jefferson,there were also those,stemming from Fritish ses power which
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opernted on Napoleon,and made him not only smenable to Jefferson's eriginal offer,

(purchnse of New Orlesns/and Florida/)but mnde him release,to Jefferson's esmisaries &m
in Paris the whole of Louisana,All of Mhese factors,plus wany others precedant to them
are neccessary to explain the Louisnna Purchuse.To depict these factors in the limits o

of the maral space would be impossible.Tt is doubtful whether they could be denicted at
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