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Mural Project

» and the Opening of the West™

Technical Problems
(1) Mural comceifted as 'realistic! form.Objects and figures invelved,to be project-—
=ed in three dimensional space and im accordance with the perspectives of such space.

This space is a pictorial ome and is,of course,diduwei i11luai v
(2) Actual wall space
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Ares abeve door most important becamse it will immediately stiract spectators
oYe.Important thematic material should therefore occupy it. Perspectives im area should
be such that ebjects represented accord emough with average visual experiemce to be smmbiy
eanily grasped.Thiz means that they cammet be shown too mmech above sye level where acuts
perspactive "forsshortenings” would eccur.Horizem line must them be set high om wall,
much abo¥e spsctators actual horisem lime.(Me problem for spactator.Epe adjusts sute—
—matically).But a compesitéomal difficulty arises here bscause of ths twe light slets
projecting inte the two side wings of the wall space.The wural design must operate under—
—aeath thess slots and yet rise so that it fills the primarily impertant space sbowe
the door.0therwise stated,the horizem line mast be low encugh to set up sigmificant desms
forma belew light sleis but high emough to aveid too acute foreshortenings above door.
After a mumber of trials it was found that placing herizem lime at five fest from tep
of wll space met these conditions.But because of the depth of the wings om sach side
of deor - aress.Persp at Bottom of wall space bedames too aewte.
To sbviats this diffieulty the side vings were cut off about four feet frem thl.l" bases
and separste designs effscted im the cut off areas.This device(common smough im old
altar paintings)while an sutcoms of techmical comsiderations permitted the intreduction
of nesded thematie material ‘.ﬂ the mural design,

(3) Almest squal in impertance to the ares above door are thess areas immedinte ly
ts the aides of door im the right and left wings,The linew of the door,vhich the sys
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Mural painting and decoration

Description

Copy of a page from the Thomas Hart Benton papers
on the proposed mural for the Harry S. Truman
Library.
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